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2026 Dr. Richard Splane Lecture in Social 
Policy 

Women, Peace, and Security 

2025 marks the 25th year of the UN Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and 
Security. This event features four prominent leaders whose work influences peace 

and security worldwide. The lecture centers women’s perspectives on conflict, 
resilience, and human security, emphasizing approaches that advance more 

equitable futures. 

Speakers: Katrina Leclerc, Angela Marie MacDougall, Megan MacKenzie, Ellen 
Woodsworth 
Date: Thursday, January 22, 2026 
Time: 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm (*refreshments available from 4:30pm) 
Location: Hybrid (in-person and zoom) ; In-person location: Jack Bell Building, 
room 125
RSVP link: Splane Lecture 2026 

Speakers’ bios: 

Katrina Leclerc is a multi-award-winning peacebuilder, 
published researcher, and globally recognized specialist 
on the intersections of Women, Peace and Security (WPS) 
and Youth, Peace and Security (YPS). Part-Time 
Professor, Saint Paul University and Sessional Lecturer, 
University of Winnipeg.  

https://socialwork.ubc.ca/events/event/2026-dr-richard-b-splane-lecture-in-social-policy/
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Angela Marie MacDougall is the Executive Director of 
Battered Women’s Support Services Association, Vancouver. 
She is an expert panellist at Canadian Femicide Observatory 
for Justice and Accountability, a founding member of 
Feminists Deliver, a long-standing member of Vancouver’s 
Women’s Memorial March, and a founding member of 
Intersectional Feminist Justice Research and Organizing 
Collaborative. 
 

 
 

Megan MacKenzie, PhD is the Simons Chair in International 
Law and Human Security at Simon Fraser University and Co-
Director of the Canadian National Research Network on 
Women Peace and Security. She is known for her work on 
gender, war, and reimagining security beyond militarism. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ellen Woodsworth is Co-Chair of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom Canada, an 
active writer with QUIRK-E, Founder and Matriarch of 
Women Transforming Cities, a former Vancouver City 
Councillor and long activist using an intersectional lens. 
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Event Program: 

• Welcome and Land Acknowledgement

• Welcome - Dean Clare Crowston, Faculty of Arts

• Welcome - Dr. Lea Caragata, Director, UBC School of Social Work

• Background to the Splane Lecture and Partner Introductions - Patsy 
George, Past President, United Nations Association in Canada, Vancouver 
Branch

• Panel discussion – facilitated by Lauren Farmer, Co-President, United 
Nations Association, Vancouver Branch

• Questions & Comments – moderated by Sameer Esmail, Former 
President of United Nations Association Vancouver

• Thank You - Donna Baines, Professor, UBC School of Social Work, 
Chair Richard Splane Lecture Committee

About the Splane Lecture 

Richard Splane, Professor Emeritus of the University of 
British Columbia, began his academic career at McMaster 
University, pursuing studies in economics, history and social 
work at the University of Toronto and social administration at 
the London School of Economics.  

In the Second World War, he served in the Royal Canadian 
Air Force as a pilot in the Bomber Command. After the war, 
he joined the Department of National Health and Welfare as 
an Economist and became Executive Assistant to the Deputy 

Minister. He was in‐turn Director‐General of Welfare Assistance and Services; 
Director of Unemployment Assistance; and, Assistant Deputy Minister of Social 
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Allowances and Services. He is regarded as the “principal architect” of the Canada 
Assistance Plan.  
 
Dr. Splane’s special interest was international welfare. He served as Canada’s 
representative on the UNICEF Board and was a member of the United Nations’ 
Expert Group on Social Welfare Policy and Planning. In 1973, he was recruited by 
the University of British Columbia, as a Professor in the School of Social Work, 
where he served until his retirement in 1982.  
 
He is author of three books, Social welfare in Ontario, 1791‐1893; a study of public 
welfare administration (1965), 75 years of community service to Canada: Canadian 
Council on Social Development, 1920‐1995 (1996), and George Davidson: social 
policy and public policy exemplar (2003), and contributed numerous chapters and 
articles to professional journals and the press. He also collaborated with his wife, 
Dr. Verna Huffman Splane on a nursing research project in 55 countries.  
 
In his community, he served with the University of British Columbia, the University 
Hill United Church and the United Way of Vancouver, Friends of SOS Children’s 
Villages, as well as the Vancouver chapters of both the World Federalists and the 
United Nations Association.  
 
Throughout his career, Dr. Splane has served in senior roles in his own professional 
organization and many others in civil society. His work in social policy has been 
recognized both nationally and internationally with honours from his profession, 
government and universities. He was granted an Honorary Degree LL.D. by Wilfred 
Laurier University (1988), McMaster University (1990), the University of Toronto 
(2005) and, with his wife Verna, the University of British Columbia’s first‐ever joint 
honorary degree (1996). 
 
School of Social Work, University of British Columbia  
 
We are the third oldest School of Social Work in Canada, dating back to the late 
1920s, when instruction in social work at the University of British Columbia 
consisted of a two-year diploma course within the Dept. of Economics, Sociology 
and Political Science. Today our nationally accredited programmes continue to 
educate and train social workers for the future and to develop high educational 
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standards in all branches of social work. Our School is richly endowed with strength 
and excellence in teaching, research, community service and international 
development informed by an ethic of care and commitment to social justice. We 
continue to provide leadership in social work education within BC, across  
Canada and internationally.  
 
The School places a high value on curiosity and applied research, community 
scholarship and service. It recognizes the integrity and distinctive value of its 
academic and professional degree programmes, and values multi-disciplinarity from 
its base within the Faculty of Arts.  
 
The School is committed through its teaching, research and community service to 
excellence in the development, dissemination and application of knowledge, values 
and skills relevant to social work. Faculty, staff and students are committed to 
principles of social and economic justice, equity and respect for the realities of 
diverse cultures and the strengths of civil society.  
 
For more information, please visit: https://socialwork.ubc.ca/  
 
United Nations Association in Canada, Vancouver Branch  
 
The United Nations Association in Canada - Vancouver Branch (UNAC-V) is a local 
chapter of UNA-Canada, a national, volunteer-based charitable organization 
dedicated to advocating for and promoting the values and goals of the United Nations 
within Canada. UNAC-V is dedicated to informing, inspiring, and engaging the 
Metro Vancouver community in advancing the vital work of the United Nations. 
 
Through local partnerships and under the framework of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, we address critical issues such as poverty, gender inequalities, 
human rights, cross-cultural understanding, environmental degradation, and threats 
to peace and security. 
 
For more information, please visit: https://unacvancouver.org/  
 

https://socialwork.ubc.ca/
https://unacvancouver.org/

