WORKSHOP

Immigration, Integration and Social
Transformation in the Pacific Rim

DATE & TIME LOCATION
Monday, July 16, 2018 South Vancouver Neighbourhood House
3:00-5:00 pm 6470 Victoria Drive, Vancouver, BC

International migration around the globe has accelerated in the past three decades. By the count of United
Nations, 258 million people or 3.4 per cent of the world’s population were international migrants in 2015,
compared with 154 million in 1990. Since the 1980s, many countries in the Pacific Rim have become major
gateways, attracting various strands of immigration from China, India, and other countries in Asia. Our study
seeks to understand new patterns of international migration that are being mediated by information and
communication technologies (ICTs). Specifically, we examined migration patterns for the two largest
immigrant groups, namely Chinese and Indians, in the context of three gateway cities in the Pacific Rim
(Singapore, Vancouver, and Los Angeles). In view of a globalised Asia and diverse trends of mobility within
the Pacific Rim region, this study collected information on experiences of discrimination, social integration,
the use of ICTs, and transnational connections among immigrants through in-depth interviews and
questionnaire surveys. We will report our preliminary findings in this seminar.

RSVP here by July 15, 2018:
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/immigration-integration-and-social-transformation-in-the-pacific-rim-ticket-47177346714

Shaohua Zhan received his doctoral degree in sociology from the Johns Hopkins
University and is an assistant professor of sociology at Nanyang Technological University
in Singapore. He studies international migration, internal migration in China, rural

= development, land rights, and food politics. His works have appeared in The Journal of
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Agrarian Change, Studies in Comparative International Development, The China Journal,
Modern China, etc. His current project examines new Chinese and Indian immigrants in
the three global cities: Singapore, Los Angeles and Vancouver.

Rajiv ARICAT (Ph.D. Communication Studies, 2016) is a Research Fellow at the School of
Social Sciences, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. His research areas include
adoption and use of Information Communication Technology (ICT) among low-income
population and migrant acculturation. His Ph.D. thesis is published as Mobile
Communication and Low-Skilled Migrants’ Acculturation to Cosmopolitan Singapore,
co-authored with Rich Ling. He has worked in research projects on ICT adoption and use
among low-income groups in Myanmar and misinformation in social media. His papers
have appeared in International Journal of Communication, Journal of Information
Technology & Politics and Information Technology & People, among others.

CO-ORGANIZED BY
P

SMSOUTHVAN(OUVER UmBC THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

N NEIGHBOURHOOD W School of Social Work
Lo {HOUSE Vancouver Campus



